PAGE  
3
What Are You Doing the Rest of Your life?



Where Are You with Your Life?
October 11, 2009

Introduction

How can we describe life?  Where are we?  Is it that we are living somewhere between the rocking horse and the rocking chair?  As we think of the rocking horse, we may think of the good old days of childhood.  They were carefree days in some respects, but I was always thinking of growing up, and what I wanted to be when I grew up.  Now that we are older, sometimes we think in terms of the “good old days.”  Were they good?  Do we really want to go back?
In (Eccl 7:10 NCV), we find these words, “Don't ask, "Why was life better in the 'good old days'?" It is not wise to ask such questions.”   Sometimes we live in the past, but the past is gone and cannot be recovered.  

I. We only have today.

(Heb 3:13 NIV)  But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.

Body
I. What about retirement?    
A. Last Sunday we noticed that God provided a retirement plan only for the priests.
B. How do we seek to retire?

1. Do we like to think of taking life easy in a rocking chair?

2. Has God really said “No” to the rocking chair?

C. Jesus has said to lift up our eyes

(John 4:35 NKJV)  "Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!
1. Look around.
2. Jesus could see the harvest, or the sheep.

(Mat 9:36-38 NKJV)  But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. {37} Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. {38} "Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."
II. What can I do?
(Eccl 9:10 NKJV)  “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.”    
A. Jesus has told us to pray.
1. We do a lot of praying with our prayer meeting and prayer board.

2. But what about our daily prayers?

a. Remember the local church and our needs.

b. Ask for vision that we might see what needs to be done.

(2 Ki 6:15-17 NKJV)  And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?" {16} So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them." {17} And Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." Then the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

B. How is the best way to see?
1. Don’t discount prayer as a way of seeing, if you really want to see.

There is a story told about a faithful old deacon whose oft repeated prayer expression was, "O Lord, touch the unsaved with Thy finger." 

One prayer meeting night he was leading in prayer when as he intoned this petition, as he so often did, he abruptly stopped praying. Supposing he had been taken suddenly ill, someone went to him and asked if there was anything wrong, if he were ill. 

"No," he replied, "I'm not ill. But something seemed to say to me, 'Thou art the finger'."

2. Ask someone else what you might do.

3. Consider this list of things you might do.

a. Get a copy of the attendance sheet for Sunday morning, and call the absentees to let them know they were missed and see is anything is wrong.

b. Do the same with Bible School teachers to contact students who were missing from class.

c. Mail cards to the same list of people instead of the phone calls.

d. There are cards of appreciation and encouragement

(1) For Bible school teachers.

(2) For older members who come in spite of physical problems

(3) For men who have participated in the worship service.

(4) Anything else that you see someone do that you want to commend.

(5) For those who have visited our services.

(6) Especially for visitors

Conclusion
I. “What your hand finds to do!”

A. If you can’t find anything to do, ask God to help you?

B. If that fails, ask a Christian friend.

II. Do it Heartily as unto the Lord.

(Col 3:23-24 NKJV)  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, {24} knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.
III. I don’t know how long you have to live, but make your years count for God.

What are you doing the rest of your life?

Make it count for God!

