PAGE  
3
Mother’s Day
May 8, 2011


Mother's Day
May 8, 2011
Introduction
            Today is Mother's Day, but do you know why?   Did you know that the idea for Mother's Day was born in a small Methodist church in Grafton, West Virginia?   It was 1876 and the nation still mourned the Civil War dead. While teaching a Memorial Day lesson, Mrs. Anna Reeves Jarvis thought of mothers who had lost their sons.  She prayed that one day there could be a "Memorial Day" for mothers, so the original idea was to show appreciation for mother’s who had lost sons in battle.
 The prayer made a deep impression on one of Mrs. Jarvis's eleven children.  Young Anna had seen her mother's efforts to hold the war-split community and church together. As she grew into adulthood, the younger woman kept her mother’s dream in her heart.  On the day of her mother's death, Anna was determined to establish Mother's Day in her honor. 

            On May 12, 1907, a local observance was held which later spread to Philadelphia.  By 1910, Mother's Day was celebrated in forty-five states, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Canada, and Mexico.  Elated, Miss Jarvis told a friend, "Where it will end must be left for the future to tell. That it will circle the globe now seems certain." 

            On May 8, 1914, President Wilson designated the second Sunday in May as Mother's Day "for displaying the American flag and for the public expression of love and reverence for the mothers of the country." 

 
Body
 
    I.  Why do we have a “memorial day” for mother’s? 

 

A.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, is one who reminds us of the sorrow that mothers can experience.

 

(Luke 2:34-35 NKJV)  Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against {35} "(yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed."

 
1.  Mothers against Drunk Drivers was formed by a mother who lost her 13-year-old daughter to a drunk driver.

2.  I’m thankful to be able to say that I cannot say I know what it is like to lose a child.  I know some of you have, and it must be very tough.

3.   But good mothers pay the price of caring for their children, and it is this care and tenderness that we remember.

 
B.  We usually think warm, kind thoughts when we think of mothers, but we need to understand that mothers are not just automatically kind and loving.

 
1.  Love and kindness are from God.

(Titus 2:3-5 NKJV)  the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things; {4} that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, {5} to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

 
C.  Paul warned of a time coming when people would be without natural affection.

 
(2 Tim 3:1-5 KJV)  "This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. {2} For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, {3} Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, {4} Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; {5} Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away."

 
 
II.  But we should also remember the training that was provided by our mothers.

 

A. Children are to honor their parents in their obedience to their parents.

 

(Prov 1:8 NKJV)  "My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother;"
 

1.  Fathers are the ones who are responsible for the discipline of their children.

 

Ephesians 6:4 (NKJV)  And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
 
B.  There needs to be the training of children by their mothers to know and love God.

 

1.  The great example of Timothy's mother.

 

(2 Tim 1:5 NKJV)  "when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also."

 

2.  The example of Moses mother.

 

(Exo 2:11 NKJV)  "Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren."

 
He knew who he was--He was a Hebrew, not an Egyptian.

3. Great men of our nation have given credit to their mothers.

a. Many of you have heard Abraham Lincoln’s statements about his mother.

"All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel Mother." -- Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 
"I remember my mother's prayers and they have always followed me. They have clung to me all my life." -- Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 
b. George Washington had similar praise for his mother.

"My mother was the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I owe to my mother. I attribute all my success in life to the moral, intellectual and physical education I received from her." -- George Washington (1732-1799) 
c. Our children need to know they are God's children, not children of this world.

 
C. God fearing mothers produce a nation of God fearing children who can grow  up to be God fearing leaders of our nation.  

 
Conclusion
 
·        Today is Mothers’ Day, but time for some serious questions.

·        What have we taught our children?

·        Moses mother had Moses for only a short time, but she apparently taught him things he never forgot.

·        We have our children for a shorter span of time than we sometimes realize -- will we have taught them in such a way that they will always be true to God?
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