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Introduction


What do you preach on the last Sunday of the year?  The Sunday just after Christmas?  The Sunday after the Wednesday evening where the brethren were not sure if we had covered the first verse, or the first two verses of I Timothy?  This morning, I have chosen to return to our Wednesday evening study, because I don’t think we adequately studied those first two verses, and we needed to study the two verses that followed.  Interestingly enough, I think it has much to do with the coming of Christ, and the beginning of a new year.

Body
I. A Time to Pray.

(1 Tim 2:1-4 NKJV)  Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, {2} for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. {3} For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, {4} who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
A. The Purpose Behind it All
· (1 Tim 2:3-4 NKJV) {3} For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, {4} who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
B. Who is included in God’s list of “all men”?
· ἄνθρωπος  anthrōpos

· Thayer Definition:
· 1) a human being, whether male or female
· 1a) generically, to include all human individuals
(1 Tim 2:4 NCV)  who wants all people to be saved and to know the truth.

C.   So who is included in the list of “all men”?
1. It includes my family:  My spouse, my children, my grandchildren.
a. That’s easy and hard at the same time.

b. Sometimes parents become so busy with their own lives that children are forgotten or neglected.

c. Sometimes we assume that being an example is all we need to do.  That’s important, but . . .

d. We need a plan of training --  Bible reading and prayer.

e. The plan is outlined in the Old Testament.

(Deu 6:4-7 NKJV)  "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! {5} "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. {6} "And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. {7} "You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.
f. A teacher builded a temple.

2. But the “all men” includes our enemies, and I struggle with that one.

a. We are told to love our enemies.
(Mat 5:43-45 NKJV)  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' {44} "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, {45} "that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
b. Paul elaborates on how to treat our enemies.

(Rom 12:19-20 NKJV)  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. {20} Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head."
c. Stephen was a tremendous example of loving and praying for our enemies.

(Acts 7:59-60 NKJV)  And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." {60} Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

II. We are to pray for our leaders.

(1 Tim 2:1-4 NKJV)  Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, {2} for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.
A. Paul took government seriously.  We should.

1. We elect leaders who spend our money.

2. We elect leaders who make moral, or immoral decisions on such matters as gay marriage and abortion to name a couple.

3. Our system of welfare is really filled with moral decisions.  

4. We need to pray for good leaders, and do what we can to hold them accountable.

B. That we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.
III.  God’s ultimate concern is the salvation of mankind.

(1 Tim 2:1-4 NKJV{3} For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, {4} who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
A. It was for our salvation that Jesus was born, lived among us, and ultimately died for us.

B. It is up to us to look for ways of reaching out and saving the lost.

(John 4:35 NKJV)  "Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!

Conclusion

I. It’s time to pray!

II. Let’s pray for ourselves.

III. Let’s pray for our families.

IV. Let’s pray for our rulers.

V. Let’s pray for the lost.

